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The Return of the Battleship Fleet. 

It was a dazzling, roaring reception which the big 
battleship fleet received at Hampton Roads on ite 
return from its cruise round the world, — such a re- 
ception as only President Roosevelt knows how to 
give, with his boyish exuberance of spirit, to a col- 
lection of huge fighting craft, to him the highest 
symbol of strength, security and honor. 

The cruise of the fleet has, from the material point 
of view, been a striking success. It has gone round 
the world without an accident. It has been a great 
display of power. It has shown to what remarkable 
perfection the construction and handling of ships 
have been brought, and what wonders can be wrought 
by highly trained men in cooperation. As a world- 
spectacle, impressive to the eye and the imagination, 
it has been without parallel on the oceans. 

But aside from this, what has the cruise accom- 
plished worth the time and expense that it has cost ? 
Simply nothing. It was not needed to convince the 
world of the power of the nation. That was con- 
ceded already in every quarter of the globe. It was 
not needed for the purposes of training in the art of 
handling ships in mass. That could have been done 
as well off our own shores at vastly less expense. 



It was not needed to give us the fame of having first 
sent a big fleet of battleships round the earth. For 
such glory as that children struggle. It was not 
needed to make the nations beware of attacking us. 
None of them had the remotest intention or secret 
desire to do so. It was not needed to convince the 
nation that the Atlantic Coast was in danger of attack 
with the battleships away. There was not and never 
had been any such danger. It was not needed to 
prove that our Pacific Coast is in danger of attack 
without a formidable fleet to defend it. There is not 
the shadow of any such danger. Nor was it needed 
to suppress in Japan a deep-seated purpose to attack 
as soon as practicable our Western Coast. Japan 
had no such purpose, as has been proved in every 
conceivable way. 

What purpose, then, had the cruise in view? 
Nobody seems to know except President Roosevelt, 
and "he won't tell." Admiral Evans has recently 
stated that he does not know why the fleet was sent 
round the world. The only possible conclusion is, 
taking everything into consideration, that it was 
done to boom the navy, and to secure from Congress 
the carrying out of the Executive's Big Navy Pro- 
gram. Some prominent men in Washington say that 
it was purely from love of pyrotechnics. And we 
admit that there might have been a mixture of 
motives. 

We called attention, at the time when the cruise 
began, to the mischief which it was certain to do. 
It has done all this, and more, too. It inflamed the 
imagination of the Brazilians when it paraded before 
Rio Janeiro, and the Brazilian Parliament has voted 
to build thirty-five war vessels, three of them Dread- 
noughts. It stirred up the fears and the dormant 
fighting instincts of the Argentines, and the Argen- 
tine Congress has voted to spend $75,000,000 in re- 
building its fleet as soon as its disarmament treaty 
with Chile expires this spring. The Australians fell 
under its spell, and the Parliament of the Australian 
Confederation has voted, with the approval of the 
British Admiralty, to spend 16,000,000 in creating 
the nucleus of an Australian navy. These countries 
all long to be big, like Uncle Sam. Possibly the 
suspicion arose in the " back part " of their souls 
that some day a United States battlefleet might visit 
them on some other errand than that of a " peaceful 
cruise," and that they must be " ready." Does any- 
body imagine that Japan, after the visit of this fleet, 
and her passionately friendly reception of it, will be 



